
WHERE TO NEXT?

January 2025 





WELCOME

Welcome
CAO
PLC 
Apprenticeships
Q& A 



CAT4 in 5th year Guidance Classes Higher Options and 
World Skills

Parents Information 
Evening and Mini 

Higher Options

Speakers brought in 
to the school

TCD UCD  University of 
Galway

DCU Maynooth 
University

St. Pat’s Maynooth TUD NCI DKIT

Past pupils Apprenticeships Individual research



 What can our son apply for?

 CAO, QQI- Further Education or abroad- UK, Europe, USA...

 Apprenticeships

 Gardaí/Defence Forces

 Civil Service

CAO

 HEAR & DARE

 Deadlines, Dates, and costs

 Most important – order of preference, course choices

 Common errors





www.cao.ie
 open Nov 5th

a) 20th January for discounted rate €30 and for 
those applying to medicine (HPAT)

b)1st February last date for normal fee €45 and 
for restricted entry courses eg Art, Drama, some music courses etc

http://www.cao.ie/






POINTS
6 best subjects 
25 Bonus points for passing 
Higher Level Maths



1. Basic Entry Requirements
2. Course Specific entry requirements
3. Get the required number of points



If you are sitting the Leaving 
Certificate this year, and you have 
indicated this on your application 
form, CAO will receive your 
Leaving Certificate examination 
number directly from the State 
Examinations Commission. You 
must verify that this number is 
correct when prompted to do so 
via the Statement of Application 
Record in May.
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Put courses down in genuine 
order of preference!!!!!!!

The course you want the most
no.1

The course you want 2nd most
no.2

The course you want 3rd most
no.3

















COMMON ERRORS!

 Putting down today’s date rather than your Date of Birth!

 Forgetting to tick the box for Leaving Cert 2025

 Not applying for an Irish exemption from NUI if eligible

 Ignoring communications from CAO!!!

 Applying for courses for which you don’t have either the basic entry requirements or 
subject specific requirements!

 Applying for a course in a fee paying college without realising it!

 Going on holidays when the results and offers are out

 Not putting your courses down in order of genuine preference!



Put courses down in genuine 
order of preference!!!!!!!

The course he wants the most
no.1

The course he wants 2nd most
no.2

The course he wants 3rd most
no.3



You can move 
up but never 

down

You can only 
accept one offer 

in each round

Treat any offer 
as if it is your 

last!

Random 
selection*

Available Places 
( listed after 

round 1)
Deferrals



CLOSING DATE

Final closing date 1st 
July 5pm.

The order of courses 
listed as of 5pm on 1st 
July is what CAO will 

use when making 
college offers.



 5 Passes in LC
 60+ Courses
 Direct Employment
 College Entry
 Fees €250+
 Has direct links with English colleges for Physio/ OT.
 Apply directly to DIFE from December 1st. First round offers 1st Feb 2025
 Winner of Best college of further Education  4 out of last 5 years
 Now has direct links to courses in DCU ( Nursing, Business) 





5 Passes JC  ( O4LC Maths, 
Safe pass, Manual handling, 
Own transport)
Source Employer
4 years – 7 Phases

www.apprenticeship.ie
www.careersportal.ie

http://www.apprenticeship.ie












Plan A 10 Level 8 
Courses

Plan B 10 Level 6/7 
Courses

Plan C PLC Course/ 
Apprenticeship/
Work



www.qualifax.ie
www.careersportal.ie
www.cao.ie
www.susi.ie (College Grants)
www.accesscollege.ie (HEAR/
DARE)
www.apprenticeship.ie
Cll bit 

http://www.qualifax.ie/
http://www.careersportal.ie/
http://www.cao.ie/
http://www.susi.ie
http://www.accesscollege.ie
http://www.apprenticeship.ie
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